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Current position: Professor Emeritus of Surgery and visiting Prof. of Medical 

Humanities, University College London. 

 

Qualifications 
MB ChB Birm 1960 

Fellow Royal College Surgeons 1965 

ChM (master of surgery) 1972 

MD (hon) Gotenburg University 1986 

Fellow of the Royal College of Radiology (hon) 1998 

Fellow Royal Society of Arts 1998-2004 

 

Previous appointments 
Professor of Surgery Kings College London 1980-1990 

Director of Cancer Research Campaign, Clinical Trials Centre 1980-1995 

Professor of Surgery Royal Marsden Hospital and Institute of Cancer Research 

1990-1996 
Professor of Surgery University College London ( UCL) 1996-2002 

 

 

Past and present leadership roles. 
Chairman of UKCCCR breast cancer sub-committee 1987-1994 

President British Oncological Association 1996-1998 

Chairman of Council National Institute Medical Humanities 1999- 2001 

President 3rd European Breast Cancer Conference 2002 



Principle Investigator International ATAC collaboration investigating adjuvant 

endocrine therapy for early breast cancer. 1996-2003 

Chairman medical committee of AVMA (The Association for the Victims of 

Medical Accidents) 2000- 2005 

Chairman of the National Cancer Research Network Psycho-social Oncology 

Development Group 2003- 2006 

Editor in Chief, International Journal of Surgery 2004-2006 
Awards 

• Skinner Medal – Royal College Radiologists 

• Gold Medal- International College of Surgeons 

• Ernest Miles Medal – Royal College of Surgeons 

• Celebrating Survival Award – San Antonio Breast Cancer Conference 

2000 

• Miami Breast Cancer conference award 2001 (A biennial award for a life-

time achievement in breast cancer research) 

• Best of Oncology, American Society Clinical Oncology 2002 (One of four 

awards given for the best contribution to cancer research over the 

previous 12 months) 

• The William McGuire award, San Antonio, Texas 2002 (Annual award for 

a life-time achievement in breast cancer research) 

• Charles Marie Gros Award of the International Society of Senology (SIS) 

2003 (Annual award for a life-time achievement in breast cancer research) 

• St. Gallen award 2007 (biennial prize for excellence in breast cancer 
research) 

 

Innovations 

• I established the first multi-centre collaborative group for trials of treatment 

for breast cancer in 1970 and on the back of that the first purpose built 

clinical trials centre in 1980. 



• I established the first nurse counselling service at Kings College Hospital 

in 1981 and the first psychosocial oncology research team at the same 

time. 

• With my colleague Dr Terry Priestman I developed the first psychometric 

instrument for measuring quality of life in patients undergoing treatment for 

cancer (LASA). 

• My group were also involved in developing the ethical models for 

randomised controlled trials and the development of informed consent 

procedures. This also included a consumer’s advisory group. As Vice 

President of EUSOMA I was in part instrumental in building up EUROPA 

DONNA and worked closely with this organization as President of the third 

European Breast Cancer Conference 2002 in Barcelona that lead to the 

Statement of Barcelona on behalf of EUSOMA, EORTC and EUROPA 

DONNA.  

• My group was the first to show the survival advantage of adjuvant 

tamoxifen, which has contributed to the 30% fall in breast cancer mortality 

over the last 15 years. 

• As a spin off from these trials we were also the first to note the potential of 

tamoxifen to prevent breast cancer. 

• Most recently I have put together the biggest International cancer trials 

group in history (ATAC), which in record time demonstrated the superiority 

of Anastrozole to tamoxifen. Anastrozole was endorsed by NICE as the 

preferred treatment for hormone responsive postmenopausal women with 

breast cancer in June 2006. 

• Alongside this trial of over 9,000 patients we have a subcommittee 

responsible for collecting and storing archival material for translational 

research that will relate the response of the aromatase inhibitors to 

various phenotypes of breast cancer based on steroid and growth factor 

receptors. 

• This trial also contributed 1,000 patients to a sub protocol measuring 

quality of life chaired by Prof. Lesley Fallowfield. 



• Finally my group has developed a novel technique for delivering 

radiotherapy at the time of surgery which could save the NHS millions of 

pounds a year and opens up the way for women in the developing world to 

enjoy the option of retaining their breasts after surgery for early breast 

cancer. This technique, TARGIT is now in a multinational RCT in the UK, 

Europe, Australasia and the USA. I remain principle investigator.          

(This technique has been filmed for the BBC cancer week and goes out on 

the 17th May as their grand finale.) 
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